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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to this edition of 'The South West Genealogist', this is the third issue of the 
newsletter for 1991 and I hope you enjoy it. This month we introduce a new feature 
'Marie's Memorabilia' which you should enjoy as we* look at the past via the Government 
Gazette's of the Colony of Victoria, a list of new Aquisitions in our library is 
included and Computer Column commences reviewing some of the Genealogical programs used 
by our members, due to the size of this column this month Irish Connection is a little 
shorter and consists of another book review. 
 
As always I am looking for articles and suggestions for articles to include in this 
newsletter, if you have a topic of interest to other members please send it in and I 
shall try and include it in a future edition. over the past dozen issues I have tried 
to have some variety in the types of article going to print to maintain interest so any 
contributions are most welcome especially on overseas research and any funny or other 
different experiences you have had in the course of your research. 
 
Lately I have been having a look through the Port Phillip Gazettes of the 1840's on 
fiche in our library, its amazing the information in these gazettes. 
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THE AREA ADMINISTRATORS CORNER 
 
Dear Members, 
 
At our March meeting several of our members availed themselves of the time for a 
workshop. 
 
Terri Collis has moved from the position of Minute Secretary and is now our Secretary, 
and I thank Terri for accepting this position. 
 
At our April meeting, Dr Jan Critchett will be our guest speaker. Dr Critchett has 
written several books, and just released a new book on the struggle between the 
Aborigines and the early Settlers. 
 
We will also have guest speakers for our meetings in may and June. 
 
The reference library was open over the Easter weekend and a number of visitors took 
the time to come in and look around. 
 
The weekend was I feel sure very pleasing for the staff of Flagstaff Hill Maritime 
Museum as a large crowd passed through the complex, and saw the Historical ReEnactment 
Society in action. 
 
They also were able to view the lighthouse, and to see how 1 it operated. 
 
My thanks to members who have donated or loaned variuos items, which we, can use in the 
library for our members or visitors. 
 
Noel Hallam 
Area Administrator 
 

********************************* 
 

GENEALOGICAL GLEANINGS 
 
Number 28 of IRISH LINK as always contains heaps of articles on Irish families and in 
this issue covers 'Keating', 'Guinness, Magennis & MacGuinness', 1 MacMahon', and 
'Butler'. The editor poses the question 'What Will become of the Irish Link Records?' 
and other articles include 'Catholic Marriages in NSW, 1 Irelands Airports', 'The Man 
From Snowy River', 'LDS History Centres' and a number of book reviews of books on 
Ireland amongst other smaller items. 
 
Number 52 of INSIDE IRELAND contains a number of interesting items 'Dublin: Cultural 
Capital of Europe', 'The Queen' Sails an item on the first convict ship to sail to 
Australia from Ireland, 'Emigration', 'Lifestyle', 'Forests', 1 Limerick', 'Boating in 
Fermanagh', 'Finding Your Roots' plus a number of other interesting articles on life in 
Ireland. 
 
Volume 40 number 2 of IRELAND OF THE WELCOMES introduces the new President of Ireland, 
Mary Robinson, and has a number of interesting article including 'The Rosses' a place 
not a family, 1 Gaelic Work-Songs', 'Where the Giants Sleep', 'The Magic Sound of the 
Wild Goat' and 'The Saint's Goat'. 'By-Ways Rather Than Highways' looks at 'Byways of 
Laois'. 
 
Contributions for this column from members who recieve other magazines would be most 
welcome so if you recieve a journal/newsletter/magazine not on the following list 
please contact the editor for details. 
 
Irish Link, Scots Link, Ancestor., Borderline News, Blarney, Inside Ireland, 
Ireland of the Welcomes, Portland and Hamilton GSV Group Newsletters.', 
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MARIES MEMORABILIA 
 
Whilst researching in the Victorian Government Gazettes located in the library at Flagstaff Hill Marie Boyce canes 
across many interesting items which are worth sharing with our readers. These items cover a whole spectrum of 
topics and we kick off this first presentation of MARIES MEMORABILIA with a notice from the Acting Registrar 
General upon the introduction of Civil Registration in Victoria. Please note line two of the second paragraph. 
 

********************************* 
 

Registrar General's Office, 
Melbourne, 24th. June, 1853 

 
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN VICTORIA 

 
(Under the Act Of The Legislative Council, 16th Victoria, No.26.) 

 
Notice is hereby given, that for the purpose of receiving Notices and other particulars, required by the Act of 
Legislative Council, 16th Victoria, No.26, respecting Births and Deaths occurring in the City of Melbourne and its 
suburbs, a Deputy Registrar will be in attendance every day, except Sundays and Holidays, from the 1st July next, at 
the Office, 28 William -street, opposite St. James's Church, Melbourne, between the hours of Eleven and Two o'clock. 
 
The Registrations are made, and original Certificates granted by the Deputy Registrar's, free of charge, and the public 
is invited to give immediate notice of all births and deaths which have occurred since the 31st March, 1853. 
 
All children born on or after the 1st July, 1853, should be registered within sixty days from the date of birth. 
 
Every person dying should be registered before the funeral takes place, so that the Deputy Registrar may give a 
Certificate of Registration to the undertaker, who, after the body is buried, is required to attest place and date 
of interment. The importance of this proceeding may be estimated by section 25 of the Act, where it is enacted that 
certified copies of Registers, or entries of Registers, shall be received as prima facie evidence in any Court of  Justice, 

'povided that no entry of the register of any death shall be received as evidence of the fact of such death, unless there 
shall also be an entry of the register of the burial.' 
 
As every inhabitant of the Colony may, at some time or other, be interested in knowing the precise time of some birth 
or death; and, as a complete system of registration will prevent much litigation in future years, and otherwise protect 
individual rights of property; besides throwing light on many social questions, as to duration of life among children and 
the upgrown population, to the increase of statistical science, and the general advantage of the inhabitants of Victoria: 
it is of the utmost importance that they should be well acquainted with the nature and provisions of the Act of 
Legislative Council, 16th Victoria, No.26, under which the New Registration System has been formed. 
 
All Letters or Packets, addressed on Registration business only, to the Registrar General, or any of the Deputy 
Registrars, provided the sides are open, pass through the Post-Office free of charge. 
 
Any additional information necessary, will be promptly furnished on application. 
 

W. H. ARCHER, 
Acting Registrar General. 
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Another example of the items appearing in these Gazette's follows : 
 

********************************* 
 

Colonial Secretary's Office  
Melbourne, 1st April, 1853 

 
IMMIGRATION 

 

(Remittances In Connection With The 'Fund For Promoting Female Emigration.') 
 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Govenor directs it to be notified for the information of persons who have been 
introduced into this Colony under the auspices of the 'Society for Promoting Female Emigration,' that, should their 
improved circumstances enable them to make Remittances to the United Kingdom, the donation to the Fund of that 
Society of a sum equivalent to half the passage money (say £8 10s.,) entitles them to name any Female relative or 
friend for a passage, provided she be a fit and proper person, and eligible under the rules of the Society. 
 
1. In Melbourne the necessary forms will be filled up at the Immigration Office; but the donations must be paid, and the 
receipts signed at the Treasury. 
 
2. In the Country Districts, the Clerks of Petty Sessions will receive any sum intended to be remitted for this purpose, 
on every public day during the. sitting of the Court, and will procure for the Depositors the necessary documents for 
transmission to the persons in whose favour the donation is' made. 
 
3. It must, however, be distinctly understood, that these passages are not  guaranteed by the Government but by the 
'Society of the Fund for Promoting Female Emigration.' 
 

By His Excellency's Command 
W. LONSDALE. 

 
  

********************************* 
 
A final item for this months column shows the range in size of these notices. 
 

********************************* 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Melbourne General Cemetery will be open on and after the 1st day of June next. 
 
By order of the Trustees, 
 
 A. PURCHAS, 

Secretary. 
 
General Cemetery Office, 
81, Collins-street east, 
 30th April, 1853 
 

********************************* 
 
Marie is indexing all entries relevant to the Warrnambool and surrounding districts and placing same- on card files in 
the branch library. 
 

More next month 
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NEW LIBRARY AQUISITIONS FOR MARCH 1991 

 
The following were purchased from Warrnambool Branch funds (Member Donations): 
 
 St. Josephs Church, Warrnambool - A Century in Bluestone  
 Guide to Irish Family History by Kate Press  
 Specialized Indexes in Australia 1988 by Judy Webster  
 Index of B.D.M's, Inquests and Obituries in the Warrnambool Examiner 
  (Standard) - Aug 1857 - Dec 1876 
 LDS Genealogical Guides for: Ireland 
  Scotland 
  Denmark 
  Norway 
  Sweden 
  New Zealand 
 Electoral Roll for the Wannon Division 1990 (microfiche) 
 
The following items were donated by members (and-others) as indicated: 
 
 Donations: Donated by: 
 
 Warrnambool 1989 Business Guide Betty Beavis 
 Warrnambool & District Base Hospital Betty Beavis 
 Coleraine Flour Mill Thelma McMahon 
 Hamilton - Centre of Western Victoria Thelma McMahon 
 Postal Services in Victoria Thelma McMahon 
 Index to Known Burials in Northcote Cemetry Rosemary Archer 
 History of the old Heidelburg Cemetry Rosemary Archer 
 Extra B.D.M. Certificates (2 & 3) Marie Boyce 
 Cops,& Robers by Helen Harris & Gary Presland Marie Boyce 
 Convict Society & Its Enemies Marie Boyce 
 'The Galloways of -Timboon' Marie Boyce 
 Warrnambool Primary School 
  Souvenir 1876 1976 Marie Boyce 
 The True Pioneers Settlers on Woodland Station Marie Boyce 
 Women at Work in the Mortlake - Kilnoorat 
 . Presbytery 1890 - 1990 Marie Boyce 
 Still Stands the School House by the Road 
  by Jean Uhl Aurelin Giles 
 St. Anns College - End of an Era Mrs M Quill (St Anns) 
 The Great Majority - Obituaries of the Forrest 
  Creek Pioneers Irene Sheppard 
 
Many thanks to all of the above donors. 
 

********************************* 
 

CONVICTS IN VICTORIA 
 
Recently I have been reading up on convicts in Victoria and was pleased to see an article in the Herald-Sun 
newspaper the other week on the convicts who worked and were kept on hulks at Williamstown. People in the south 
west of the State are used to seeing the convict built stone walls through the Stony Rises near Colac but are there any 
other traces of convicts in our part of the State. 
 
If you know of any such relics of these time I would be interested to hear of them as the Port Phillip Gazette's and the 
early Victorian Government Gazette's indicate that there were plenty of convicts assigned to properties in this part of 
the world. List of Tickets of Leave, Certificates of Freedom and other Government notices give plenty of clues but little 
detail. 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
 
In this months column 1 will continue to examine computer software as commenced in last 
months issue commencing with three general catagories then moving into the field of 
Genealogical programs that are available for various types of computers. 
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SOFTWARE - PART 2 
 

GRAPHICS 
 
A whole family of programs termed Graphics programs are available for the budding to 
the serious artist, they allow drawing in many forms and in some programs very powerful 
and sophisticated features are provided. There is some overlap with CAD program 
previously discussed but in general they provide the ability to draw with a joystick or 
mouse. 
 
Features allow you to relocate a drawing on a page, to change its size, to flip it over 
and so on. Programs to draw charts, bar and pie and the like fall into this category. 
Simple paint style programs allow quite sophisticated drawings to be generated and 
printed out and included in newsletters, flyers and so on. Libraries of drawings can be 
purchased which can be edited before use if necessary. 
 

UTILITIES 
 
Utility programs are usually short, though sometimes long, programs developed for easy 
management of your computer system and your computer data' saved on disks and other 
media. 
 
Typical examples of utility programs are those allowing you to copy files, erase files, 
rename files, print disk directories, format disks, dump disk contents to a printer and so 
on they can allow you to work directly on a disk without loading files and an  
unlimited range 1 of other tasks you may   wish to perform. 
 
Utilities are available from many sources, some are built into your computer, some are 
supplied with major program you purchase for another task such as a wordprocessor 
program and others can be purchased directly from a software supply house from 
advertisements in computer magazines. 
 

EDUCATIONAL 
 
Educational programs come in a range of types from programs that teach you to type to 
spelling and maths program for all ages and finally computer languages which allow you 
to write your own computer programs to do a task you wish to carry out. 
 
Programs can teach you a foreign language, geography, physics and most other topics and 
a large range is available for most brands of computer. 
 

GENEALOGICAL 
 
The programs of most interest to the family historian are those falling within this 
group. Genealogical programs are in basic terms a database into which all the relevant 
family data is entered and a set of computer routines for linking and manipulating that 
data to produce various reports and charts of use to the family historian. Depending on 
the computer hardware in use various facilities and functions my or way not be 
included. 
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COMPUTER CORNER (Cont) 

 
To give some idea of the range of programs available we are going to review some of the 
programs being used by members of our own branch over this and the next couple of 
issues of this column. Our new Secretary, Terri Collis has provided the following two 
review to kick off these reviews.  
 

YOUR FAMILY TREE v 2.0 - Micromaster Inc. 
 
This program is designed for the Amiga Computer, and as such, not many people will be 
familiar with it. The Amiga is NOT IBM compatible, therefore programs such as Roots 
cannot be used on it, but the computer does have its advantages -which I won't go into 
now 
 
Your Family Tree (YET) is a very user friendly program, and quite simple to', use. each 
person is entered into the computer seperately through the Individual: Screen. 
Information able to be added includes up to three christian names, dates of birth, 
baptism, death and burial, occupation, address (if living), and religion. 
 
Once all relevant individuals have been added, they are linked up through either the 
Family Screen or the Children Screen. There is a maximum of 8 marriages per person and 
40 children per family. The program automatically sorts children and multiple marriages 
into correct date order, so when reports are generated, everything is in the correct 
tine sequence. YFT has up to 32 different report formats to choose from. These range 
from reports on individuals, families and marriages to extended trees (5 Generations) 
and descendent charts. 
 
Other features of this program include a search facility (able to search on a number of 
different fields such as all males called John, all people who are living etc), the ability to add on any textual information 
or picture file on an individual and user definable ID numbers for each person and marriage.are 
 
Whilst not as powerful as Roots or GENP (see below),   YFT is a very good genealogical 
program that performs all the basic functions that an amateur family historian could 
wish for. As I stated earlier, it is a very user friendly program, and is the program 
that I use routinely. 
 

GENP - Peter Evans 
 
This program was written by Peter Evans, an Australian computer programmer and Family 
Historian for the Amiga computer. This program is extremely powerful, however without a 
fairly good knowledge of computers, can be a bit daunting to use. It functions in a 
similar way to YET in that each individual is put in seperately and linked to other 
individuals later. I can't recall the maximum number of children and marriages allowed, 
but it must be in the vicinity of thousands, so running out of room is not a problem. 
 
The program has been designed with large societies and libraries in mind, as it is 
possible to have many different families in this program that are completely seperate 
from others. In addition, each family can be 'privatised' by the addition of a password 
which must be correctly entered-before access is allowed. 
 
Any form of naming is possible here, so people with Welsh or Asian ancestry would 
benefit from this program. It is possible to operate it in a number of different 
languages also. 
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COMPUTER CORNER (Cont) 
 
As a 'home user' of this program, I have not utilised all the capabilities of GENP. The search facility is excellent - 
probably the most comprehensive I have seen in a genealogical program. my major gripe with GENP is the report 
format. The types of reports available are many - charts, individual reports etc - but the way in which they are printed 
is quite cumbersome. There is to my mind too much unnecessary 'computer' notation etc on reports,, so that it can be 
quite difficult to find what you want on the report. The next version of GENP is due very shortly, and I believe that it will 
have user definable reports - ie design your own format. This will be a first as far as I'm aware, and it is something that 
I am looking forward to. 
 
In my opinion, GENP is an excellent, very powerful genealogical program, however without a good knowledge of 
computers, can be quite difficult to master. 
 

********************************* 
 
Thanks very much Terri for the above reviews. before closing this column for this month I would like to recommend 
reading the book 'Computers for Genealogy' by Janet Worthington of the Society of Australian Genealogists. This 
book discusses choosing computer hardware and software and contains a wealth of for those contemplating using a 
computer for recording their family  history. This book is in about its third edition now and contains comparison charts 
of facilities available in a range of the more common genealogical program that are available, sample reports and so 
on. Definitely worth a look for a bit more background to this rapidly expanding facit of family history. 
 

********************************* 
 

THE IRISH CONNECTION 
 
In this months Irish Connection I am going to have a look at another publication that is very useful for those 
researching in Ireland.   This book titled 'The Public Record - Sources for Local Studies in the Public Record Office of 
Ireland' is compiled by S J Connolly of the PRO of Ireland. 
 
The introduction to this book states that it 'provides a guide to some of the sources for local history available in the 
Public Record-office of Ireland and the State Paper office'. This book does not contain an index so I'll just give a list of 
the chapter headings to give some idea of its contents. 
 
 1 Starting Points 8 Estate Records 
 2 Printed Sources 9 Education 
 3 Census Records 10 The Board of Works 
 4 Parish Registers 11 Crown and Peace 
 5 Tithe Applotment Books 12 The Relief Con-mission 
 6 Valuation Records 13 Crime and Outrage 
 7 Landed Estates Court Rentals 14 Business Records 
 
As you can see from the above there is a huge collection of records available and this book contains examples of 
what most of these records contain along with plenty of advice of where to look for further information. 
 
Each of the above chapters contains a description of exactly what type of records are available within the catagory 
and could provide a new clue as where to proceed with your research so the book is definitely worth having a look at. 
 
This months column was shortened due to the size of the computer column being considerably longer than normal. 


